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The Creation of the World. 


1 


Withia the Compaſs of ſix Days, | 


God did the Heavens compoſe, 


T be Fire, the Air, the Earth & Seas, 


All which his Power ſhows. 
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\OMMY. Trimmer was the ſon 

of Mr. Trimmer, a wealthy 
furrier and ſkin merchant at Briſtol : 
Tommy, was ſcarcely ſix years old, 
when he would aſk his papa about 
the furs, what beaſt they were, and 
from whence they came; which 
induced Mr, Trimmer to buy one 
of the Golden Preſent's, printed at 
No. 198, Upper Thames Street, 


4 London; which pleaſed Tommy fo, 


that he wiſhed it contained twice 
as much, be would learn it by 
heart; upon which, his papa ſaid 
he ſhould go to Dr. Bruſhum, 
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Profeſſor of Natural Hiſtory, fol 


exceedingly; ſo he was fent the 
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children, they ouly paying 1 


* vi * 
half a year, which pleaſed Tommi 


next week. Before he went, he 
took his leave of his ſchool-fellows, 
promiſing at hiz return to give then, 
an account of wild beaſts; he had 
not been four months at the 


Doctor's, before he was taken ill, 


and ſent home to his parents; 
during the time of getting well, 
ſeveral of his ſchool fellows came 
to ſee him, and aſked him queſtions, 
upon which he promifed, he would 
write them an. Hiſtorical Account 
of Beaſts, Reptiles, Birds and Fiſhes, 
and ſend it to the printer of the 


Golden Preſent, that he may make 


a preſent of one of them to all good 


pence for the N 


— 


Tommy Trimmer, &c. 
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N Lion is a uative of Af ica, 
1 Cape of Good Hope, and the 
Eait Indies; thoſe of the Cape are 


8 Tommy Trimmer's 
the largeſt,” they are of a brown 
colour, with a long main hanging, 
down their neck, and a very broad 

face, having a grave aſpect ; be is 

in ſize, as big as a calf, very fierce 
and bold, all other beaſt dieadings 
him, therefore he is called the ki: g 

of the beatt ; he is of a very gene- 

raus nature, and when his bell 

1s full, he never meddles with any 

body. I ſhall therefore give my 
little readers an inſtance of his 

geberglnge:” 5; . 

A nobleman at Rome, Had a fave 
that committed a great crime, and } 
fearing his maſter's diſpleafure, he 
fi w to the woods for ſuccour ; and 
being tired and fatigued, he? fat 
down on a bank to'refreſh him: lle 
had not been long there, before a 2 
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Hiſtorical Account, &. 9 
large lion came up to via and 
began to fondle and lick his. hands, 
and then he would hold up one of 
his fore-paws, this he did ſeveral 
times, and the flave recovering from 
his fright, beheld a large thorn Cick 
in the lion's paw ; the ſlave then 


took courage, and pulled the thorn 


out; the lion finding himſelf eas'd, 
lick his hands and face, ſhewing his 
gratitude for the eaſe he had receiv'd, 
he then left the ſlave, and at night 


was caught in the nets of the 


hunters, he was carried to the am- 
phitheatre, (which was a place built 
of a round or oval figure, having a 
number of feats, one above the 


other, where the emp:ror and no- 


bility were entertained with different 
diverſions and cruelties; and: a re- 
politory for the wild beaſt,) the 


/ 


10 Tommy Trimmer's ä 
fave finding himſelf in a ſtarving ſitu. Þ| 1 
ation, reſolv'd to return to his maſter, 1 
| he had not gone far, before he way N 
| fiezed by a band of ſoldiers, which ; 

| his maſter had ſent on purpoſe: . 
J' Being brought to Rome, (his maſter | , 
( 

| 

| 


who was 'a cruel man, and- there. 
being no law for ſlaves) ordered him 
for the diverſion of the amphitheatre. 
The time being come that he was 
to be tore to pieces by lions, the 
_ emperor and the nobility aſſembled, 
and being ſeated, the unhappy ſlave 
was brought in, and the lion let 
looſe, which happened to be ſame Y 
as he had met in the woods; the 
lion had no ſooner ſmelt him, than 
he began to lick his hands ad face, 
i and ſhewing the greateſt fondneſs: 
\ imaginable ; the emperor and no- 
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Hiſtorical Account, &. 11 


bility were aſtoniſhed, expecting 
he would be tore to pieces every 
minute; the ſlave through agony 
and pain, fell to the ground, . the 
emperor ſeeing a thing ſo uncommon, 
ordered the lion to be put in his 
den, and uſe proper means to bring 
the ſlave to himſelf, which no ſooner 
was done, then the emperor ordered 
him to be brought 7, him, 
when the (lave: gave the « dg a 


full account of all his tra 
which pleaſed the — Na 


that? he ordered him a. ſum 9»; 


money, the Hon, and his freedom; 


the lion was ſhewed i in Rome, ſeveral | 
years, 
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HE Jackall, or lion's provider, 
| ſo called from the great reſpect 
1 he has for his ſovereign, the lion; 
11 for after prowling for prey, and 
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Historical Account, &cr. 13 


finding it, immediately gives notice 
to the lion, not offering to touch it 
himſelf until the lion is done. 

The Jackall is about the ſize of 
a fox dog, with a long ſharp noſe 
like a rat, and alſo a long tail; his 
ſkin is covered with black ſhaggy 
hair, and is not much unlike the 
raccoon. This beaſt. chiefly inhabits 
about the ſame place as the lion, 
and is a {carce animal. | 
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[is HE Tiger is a native of hot 


climates, the fame as the lion; 
they are of a dark brown colour, 


Hitorical Account, ER. 4 


their heads are like a cat, with long 


whiſkers, they are about the ſize of 
a maſtiff, very ſtrong, and ſprings. 
on their prey with great agility ; 
they are very. ferocious, and often 


| diſpute their courage with the lion 


in battle; but for want of ſtrength, 
comes of with the-worſt ; they will 


attack any thing that cames in their 


way, though after they haye killed 
it, will go their way, and leave it. 
a prey for other beaſts, 


The 
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AE Elephant is found in India, 

and the interior parts of Africa, 

and ſeveral at the Cape of Good 

Hope, though in Africa far more 

numerous; it is a beaſt of a large 


Hiſtorical Account, &c. 17 


bulk, and amazing ſtrength, they 
are, when full grown, about ten or 
twelve feet high. and will carry a 
tower on their back, that will hold 
fourtcen or ſixteen men armed; be- 


| ſides ove on his neck, that direQs 
bim which way he wants him to go, 


he being armed with a Jong lance. 


They were formerly much uſed in 
war, and of great uſe, being uſed 
to beat down the rank of them they 
were attacked by, and are ſo furious, 


that they will take up with their 
trunk, horſe and men, and beat 


them to the gronnd, and trample 
them to death. They are now not 
uſed, ſince the uſe of fire-arms- is 
become ſo general; being now kept 


for grandeur by the nabobs of he 


Eaſt ; when they go to war, they ; 


(] 


7 a 
18 Tommy Trimmers 
are uſed to carry their women and 


riches, they are always kept in the 


rear, and if the army is put to the 
yout, they moſt generally become a 


prize to the conqueror, being very 


flow. They are of a mouſe colour, 


ſhort hair, their tail is like an aſs, - 


and their head is like an hog, ta- 
pering down to their trunk, which 


is about two feet long, with which 


they will draw up a pail of water, 
then turning it round, diſcharges 
it into their mouth ; they have large 
long teeth, two of which ſticks out 
at the ſide of their trunk, which 
are amazing long ; ſome of the old 


ones being five or ſix feet Jong, and 


canrip up any thing they come near, 
they are a harmleſs, and very ſaga- 


| cious beaſt, but when affronted, | 


very furious. 
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Hiſtorical Account, &c. 19 | 


I ſhall give my reader an inſtance 


of the fagacity of a young one, that 


was made a preſent to the Queen. 
Several perſons being admitted to 
ſee it, among the reſt, a young man 
who had ſome apples in his pocket, 


the beaſt ſmelliog them, would have 
put his trunk into his pocket, the 


young man obſerving this, took one 


out, and offered it to him, and then 


drew it away, which he did ſeveral 
times, which ſo exaſperated the 
beaft, that ſtrenghtening his trunk, 


ed him ſuch a blow on his breaſt, 


as throwed him two yards, and laid 
him ſpeechleſs; and he was a long 
time before he was ſenſible where 
he WAS. | 


I and two forts, one white, and 
| larger than the other, which is found 


at Greenland; and are often caught 


on the ice, and brought to England 


2 


HE Bear is of cold climates, > 


— 
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Hiſtorical Account, &e. 2t 

to be fattened, and killed for the fats 
The next is brown, or black, found 
in moſt cold countries, and are not 


a fierce crvel beaſt, living chicfly on 


herbage and fruit, and while they 
can get either, forfake feth. It is 
| reported by moſt writers, that in 
winter they live by licking their paws, 
but it is a falſe notion: A bear is 
known to be fond of honey, and 


| when the winter ſets in, they go in 


fearch of it, which they find in 
| hollow trunks of trees, and finding 


the dees ſettled by the cold, they 


aſcend up, and getting down their 
hinder parts into the hollow, and 


ſticking their fore- pas in the top 


work themſelves up and down, 
working the honey into their fur, 
which is * thick; they then retire 
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| 22 Tommy Trimmer's 2 
to their hole, and lick themſelves, 


and will partly live the whole winter 


through, but if the ſeaſon laſt long, 


they will come down from the wogds 


in great numbers into the villages, | 
and take away children, or what 


they can find. The bear is a ſurly 
beaſt, but if fed and not ill uſed, 


are harmleſs ; they have a long head, 


and noſe like a pig, their tender 
part is their head, for if you ſtrike 


them but a light blow, it will in- 
ſtantly kill them; they have long 
claws to their fore feet, but none to 
their: hinder ones; their ſkins fetch 

2 good price. In parts of Germany, 
12 catch this animal to make 


ancing bears of them, as they term 
it, and get a great price for them. 


The method they uſe to make them 


) — 


Hiftorical Account, &c. 23 
ſo is, they have a ſmall room, the 
bottom of which 1s thin caſt iron ; 
deipg contrived to put a fire under- 


neath, they make it warm, and 
tying a thick piece of leather on the 


bottom of their hinder feet, then a 


man begins to play the pipe and 
tabor; the beaſt finding the heat 
come to his fore paws, gets up on 
his hinder ones, then they pull him 
round and round; this they do fix 

or eight times a day, for ſeveral 


weeks, till the bead g uſed to it, 


will get up as ſoon as he hears the 
muſic; they then {ell them for 


1 dancing bears. 
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HE Wolf is found in moſt cold 
countries, they are about the 
ſize of a miſtiff, ſhaggy hair, ge- 
nerally of a dark brown colour, with 


Hiſtorical Account, &c. 25 

a ſharp head and noſe, they have 

0 long whifkers, and are a very ſtrong 

I ſceented beaſt; they have long tails, 

with long hair hanging down, they 

are very ravenous, and commonly 

herd together in great number, and 

in hard weather when they. cannot 

find food, they will eat one another. 

In Hungary, and parts of Germany, 

they are ſo numerous in the woods 

and foreſts, 'that in hard weather, 

they will come down into the towns 

to the number of two or three hun- 
dted, and carry off every thing they 
can lay hold of, men, women, or 
children; they are looked upon as 
the crueleſt beaſt, for if one gets 
among a flock of ſheep, he is not 

contend til! he has Kiled them all, 
and then leaves them. 'The wolves 
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were very numerous in England 
formerly, until King Edward the J. 
laid a tax on every man, that if he 
did not produce the head of a wolf 


once a year, he ſhould pay a fine of 
four-pence ; which was a very heavy 
tax at that time, when money was 
ſcarcely known; but it did not laſt 
any more than that ycar, for the 
tax being ſo heavy, obliged many 
thouſands to go in purſuit of them, 
and made thoile who did not, pay 4 
good price. Thus Englayd was 
cleared from thoſe cruel beaſts. 
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HE Fox is found in molt coun» 
tries, but in North America 
they are very numerous; for the 
fox- ſKkins that are annually e cported 
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from America to England, exceech 
one hundred thouſand; there is dit. 
fereat coloured foxes, the red, grey, 
white and ſilver; the ſilver are the 
ſcarceſt and moſt valuable; they are 
a fly cunning artful beaſt, though 
they are ſmall, being about the ſize 


of a large cat; they have a long ſharp 


noſe like a Bedge-hog g, and do a 
deal of miſchief to the farmers in 
England, who breeds poultry for 
markets, . for they will watch for 
ſcveral nights to get an opportunity 
o get into their rooſt, and when 
they do, they kill every one they 
come nigh; they would be very 


numerous if the gentlemen were not 


to hunt them every winter, and they 
ive the longeſt chace of any four 


tooted beaſt, running in aud gut 
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Hiſtorical Account, &c. 29 


forty or fifty miles, they are ſo 
cunning that they will lead the dogs 
a circle of twenty miles from their 
hole, and return another way back 
to it, they are the craftieſt animal 


that is, and an inſtance we have of 
one that was caught in Cheſhire, 
who was kept to turn the wheel 


belonging to a pit; after he had been 
5 about a twelvemonth' he made 


his eſcape; he had not been gone a 


month before he was given chaſe too, 


and run a courſe of fifty miles;-but 
being cloſely purſued, he mate to the 
houſ: from which he broke looſe ; 
and there being only a half door or 


| hatch, he jump'd over and run to 


the place where he uſed to be kept, 


thus he ſaved his life by his nn 


HE Wild Aſs is ay found in 
Arabia, they are rather bigger 
than the common Aſs, their ſkin 1s 
covered with hair like the horſe, © 
and ſome of them has beautiful 


hn» 9 3 rw , 


freaks of black and white, which 


Hiſtorical Account, &c. 31 


comes down reguarly on each ſide, 


from the back to the belly, and 


even their tail and ears is marked 


in the ſame regular manner, which 


makes ſome of the natives lay nets 
to catch them, as they fetch a good 


price; they are very fierce, and will 


bite their keepers if their heads was 
not chained within a yard of the 
ground, and there is no poſſibility 


_ of riding or even taming them. 
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75% MOUNTAIN CAT. 


HE Mountain or wild Cat, ſo » 


"% ” > os / 
called from its inhabuing the 
mountains, is found in Siberia, it 18 


10 
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„ Hiſtorical Account, &. 433 
| of the ſize of a common large houſe 
cat, of a brown or tabby colour, 
and it is imagined to have been the 
houſe cat, but living. on birds and 
wild fowls which they catch about 
the mountains, and being from. 

ſociable ſociety, has imbibed their 
natural inſtinct, which is that of the 
tiger, for they couch after, and ſpring; 
on their prey in like manner; the | 
cat in general is of a fierce nature, 
and it is by their being brought up 
in the houſe makes them ſo tame, 
but if once they can get into a dark 
place cr church vault, which is nor 
much frequented, and where there 
is plenty of vermin for their ſubſiſt- 
ance, their ferociouſneſs will return, 
and it is dangerous to be near them, 
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f 


and an impoſſibility to ever tame or 


keep them in a family. 


The cat is a uſeful Jomallick: in 


a family, and when kept in their 
proper place, are a ſerviceable 


animal; but grown people to make 
them their companion, is odious as 


well as dangerous; an inſtance out 
of many I ſhall give my reader. A 


few years ago a maiden Jady at the 
weſt end of the town, had a fa- 
vourite cat, and ſhe uſed to let it 
ſit on the arm of her chair when at 
meals, and always ga ve it the firſt 
piece ſhe cut; but one day ſhe 
accidentily put the firſt piece ſhe cut 


into her own plate ; the offended 


animal immediately flew upon her, 


and before any perſon could come - 


to her aſſiſtance, both Fer eyes were 


. 
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Hiftorical Account, &c. 35 | 


| torn out, and her face a ſhocking 


ſpectacle, and they were obliged to 
kill the cat, before they could get it 
from off her throat, and the expired, 
in the moſt excruciating pain ; thus 


. died a lady, who if ſhe had kept 


the cat in its proper place, might 
have been of ſervice, and ſhe pre- 
- ſerved her life for many years. A 


cat ſhould never be ſuffered in a 


room where young children ſleep, 
for the many inſtances we daily hear 


ol, for moſt children when young, 


are ſubject to convulſions, and the 
cat when young, has a deal of their 
natural jinſtinct about them, and on 
the change of weather they will 


jump and ſpring in an amazing 
manner, and it is dangerous to be 


36 Tommy Trimmer's 
in the room with them, for the cat 


cloſe to the child's face, and it is 
imagined that the cat perceiving the 


it for play, and they being nimble 
with their paws, and their talons _ 
ſharp, draws blood of the child, 
which brings on their ferocity, and 
ſeveral children have had their eyes 
torn out, other inſtances of their 
laying clofe ro children's months, 
and drawing their breath: till they 
are ſuffocated, neither ſhould chil- 
dren be ſuffered to play with them, 
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for the ſake of the warmth, gets 


child's eyes to open and ſhut, takes' 
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"THE Crocodile is chiefly found 
jn Afia, and are numerous 
about the Nile, they are amphis 
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bious, and do great miſchief on land 
aud water; / on the latter, they will 
attack people f in boats, lying on the 
water like a trunk of à tree, and as 
the boat comes near them, they riſe 
themſelves up, and if not repulſed}; 
Will overſet it, and the people falls : 
a prey to his voraciouſnels ; but che 
traders on the Nile, who are uſed 
to them; always carries clubs or 


pikes, and kill a great * . 


them. There are people hi 
deſtroy them, which they do in Se 

following manner: They watch 
them when they go en, ſhore, and 
waiting till they go to ſleep, (which 
they ſoon do,) they will ſnore fo 
loud, that they are heard for half 

a mile; they then go with clubs, 
and knock them on the head, which 
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ſoon kills them. 
prey on ſhore, they go backwards 
up a tree, and twiſt their tails round 
it, then they hang down till their 


prey comes by, they then ſpring 
they kill it, 


upon it, and before 
make a crying noiſe, and devours 
it. They are of *a dark brown 


colour, their back has weste like 


eile, tail 


rather greeniſh 


which runs gradually from their 


body, is of amazing length, their 
head is very long, in ſhape like a 
pike; the old ones will meaſure 
trom head to tail, cighteen or twenty 
feet; their legs are not above ten 
or twelve inches long, they move 
very quick, but if dog 8800 oui 
trees, are Icon loſt. *© 


When after their 
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\HE Rattle-ſnake is found in 
America, and the Eaſt Indies ; j 
they are of amazing length, mea- 


Uiſtorical Account, &c. 41 
ring from fifteen to twenty feet 


and upwards; they are of a light 


brown colour, their heads very long, 
on their back, at the diſtance of ſix 


or eight inches, there are round 


lumps like the back-bone of a large 
fiſh, which is oH 55 and when 


they ſpring from one place to 
another, they make a loud hollow 


ſound, not much unlike a rattle, 


from whence they take the name 


of Rattle-ſnakes ; and from their 
noiſe they lead many unweary tra- 
vellers into the woods, to ſee from 
whence the noiſe proceeds; and by 
this means they fall a victim to his 


voracious jaws The Rattle-ſnake 
is a very ſubtil reptile, it will coil 
elf into n forms to decoy 
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its prey, which is chiefly deer, 
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covers ſuch amazing quantity of 


ſure of his prey. The buffalo, 
which is about the ſize of an ox, 
and very ſwift and fierce, becomes 


buffalo coming to graze near the 
tree, he inſtantly ſprings upon it, 
and twiſting himſelf round and round 
the buffalo, and with his amazing 
ſtrength, breaks every bone of him, 
and continues ſo doing, till he has 


he then eagerly gorges the whole. 


buffalo's, and large birds, which 
it catches on the trces, and are ſo 
nimble that no beaſt that comes any 
thing near can eſcape bim; for he 


ground at every ſpring, that he is 


his chief prey; for the ſnake coiling 
himſelf in the tops of trees, and the 


quite emaciated the whole daumen 
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are very numerous; they are about 
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HE Shark is found chiefly in 
the Weſt Indies, where they 
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five or fix feet long an upwards, 

in ſhape like another fith, except 
the head, which is very large, and 
the upper jaw extending eight or 
ten inches over the other; they have 
a ftrong ſcent, and will follow. a 
ſickly ſhip ſeveral days; they are a 
fiſh very voracious, and will biie a 
man in two; for they have an 

additional fer of teeth every year, 

and many that have been caught, 
has had ten or twelve rows, they 
cannot catch their prey, without 
turning on their backs, occaſi oned 
by the length of ther upper jaw; 
the blacks in the Weft Indies, that 
can ſwim well, will go in chace of 
them, and while they are turning 
themſelves, they (tick a large knife 
into them, which makes them ſwim 


Hiſtorical Account, SAC. 48 


on the top; and the blood that 
comes from them, draws other 
ſharks after them; which makes 


great diverſion to the ſpectators on 
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*e WHALE * 


r HE Whale is found in Green- 
land and the North Seas; 
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_ meaſuring ſixty or ſeventy feet and 
upwards, and equal in propoi tion is 


the body; the head is rewirkably 
large, as the jaw bones when put 
upright, a broad wheel wagpon may 
paſs through; their fins re very 


long, which makes while bone 
when boiled and ſkined, knd will 


meaſure nine or ten feet: they are 


chiefly caught for their oil ald bone: 
but there are two ſorts, called 
the ſpei macete whale, frog which 
they get the fat or ſpermagte, uſed 
for medecines ; they are nd near ſo 
large, nor ſo advantageou as the 
other: for the encouragemqt of tlie 
Greenland fiſhery, there is a hremium 
allowed of three hundred pounds, 
to each ſhip that goes this voyage; 
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which makes many venture in this 
trade, as the money pays for the, 
voyagt, and they are always ſure of 
men, & it is a great protection to 
them, as it protects the men for a 
year in the time of war: The 
way they catch this fiſh is; the 
ſhips in this trade, generally 
ſails fm England about February 
or Manh to theſe ſeas, when they 
are in de leaſt danger of the ice; each 
ſhips his four boats, and each boat 
four rovers and an harpooneer ; who 
ſtands h the bow of the boat with 
a harpton faſtened to a coil of cord, 
meaſurng three or four hundred 
- and as ſoon as they ſee the 
me to the ſurface, RAR 
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forty feet high; they row up to him, 


avoiding not to come near his tail, 


which would endanger their being 
_ drowned, and the boat being beat 


to pieces. When they have got 


near the {ide of them, the harponeer 


ſtrikes the har poon with all his 


ſtrength into the ſhoulder of the fiſh, 


which ſtrikes immediately to the 
bottom; the har pooneer then ſtands 


with a pole ax to cut the line away, 


in caſe there ſhould not be enough, 
as they are in danger ot being pulled 
under water, as the fiſh ſtrikes 


with ſuch force after he is wounded; 


the boats then row after the ſtream 


of blood, which comes from the 


wound, and after the fiſh has ſpent 
himſelf ſome _ he comes up to 
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the ſurface for air; they then go 
along ſide of him, and ſtrike another 
| harpoen into him, or two if they can, 
thus they continue until the fiſh has 
W quite ſpent himſelf, it then comes up 
= and lays. upon the ſurface of the 
water like a log, then the boats tow 
in along ſide the ſhip, and there make 
it faſt ; they then proceed to cut it 
up, the harpooneers that cuts up the 
filh, has boots, in the bottom of 
which, is long ſharp ſpikes, to keep 
them from flipping off, they then 
begin to cut with long knives made 
on purpoſe, a large deep hole in 
the ſhoulder, into which abundance 
of dil flows in, they then bucket it 
out, and put into-butts, and when 
ite is done draining, they cut up the 
fiſh into large pieces, and put into 
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Hiftorical Account, &. 51 
butts, and brought to England; 
where it is boiled and the oil daun 
away and clarafied. 

The whale though ſo large a fih,” 
is ſaid to have the leaft ſwallow of 


any, and if it were to fwallow but 


a herring, it would be choak'd. 
It has been doubted among many 


1 men, whether the whale 


could be the fm 55 babe 
Jonah ; (the ſwallow being ſo ſmall) 


— 
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but I would not have my little 
teaders entertain the leaſt doubt of 
any paſſage in the Holy Writ, as 
nothing is impoſſible with God, who 
formed the world out of nothing, 
and made every living creature, and. 


formed man out of the duſt of the 
N earth; and breathed . in his noſtrils 
me breath of life. 1 1 4 Prof 


Hiſtorical Account, &, 53 
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Te EAGLE. 


NE Eagle is the fineſt and largeſt 
bird of the feathered creation, 
therefore it is called the King of the 


TW 
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birds: It is of a very cruel nature, 
and will attack any thing that comes 
in its way if they want food ; they 
are found in moſt warm eee 
about the cliffs of rocks, but the 
largeſt is found at the Cape of Good 
Hope; ſome of them will mcafure 
from wing to wing, nine. or ten feet, 
and when - they, ſtand upright, are 
four or five feet high; they chiefly. 
live on ſmall birds, and reptiles that 
are about the rocks, but if they 
run ſhorc, they will attack karge 
beaſts, and will often carry away a 
whole ſheep at a time, they are ſo 
ſtrong in their claws; and when in 
number will often attack oxen and 
horſes. They are of a dark brown 
colour, and are ſo ſtrong in their 
talons, that it is almoſt death tg 


Hiſtorical Account, &. 5g 


whatever they ſtrike; and have 3 


ſtrong ſcent after human fleſh, anc 
aſſemble in large numbers after 


ſickly armies, and after they have 
buried their dead, work the bodies 


out of the ground, There is a bar- 
barous and cruel cuſtom with the 
natives of the Cape, that is, when 


their parents is rendered infirm, and 


paſt getting their own ſupport, to . 
aſſemble their friends and relations, 
and take their infirm parent to a 
deſert place, aud taking their final 
leave, think they have done an act 
of charity, and leave them ; and 
before the next morning, they are 
ſure to be devoured, and none but 


their bones remain, 
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The VULTURE. 
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. HE Vulture is a large bird, 
. not ſo large as the Eagle, but 
as voracious; and in general acts in 


Hiſtorical Account, &c. *$9 | 
conſort with them, having the ſame 
iaſtinct in their nature, and found in 
the ſame places. They are a very 
upright bird, about two or three 
feet high, but their wings are not 
half ſo large as the Eagle's, and 
they have not ſuch ſtrong talons, 
but very ſtrong in their beak, for 
the beaſt they once faſten upon, is 
ſore to fall a victim to them, 
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HE Hawk is found in all places 
where there a quantity of mail 
birds, on which they Prey; 5 ANC 


Hiſtorical Account, &c. 59 | 


: were formerly a great ſporting bird 
for the noblemen dt Eugland, Who 


kept them for hawking, bringing 


them np tame, ſo that they could 


make them fetch down any bird they 
ſaw. There are two ſorts, the 
largeſt is called the Buzzard Hawk, 


the other is not half ſo large, mot 


being larger as a pidgeon, the other 
as large as ® fowl. They are of a 
brown colour, and hare {mall talons, 


and ſharp beaks, and fiezes their ; 


prey like the Eagle. 
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